Crestliner Sportfish 1850 (2006-)
Brief Summary

The Sportfish 1850 is a multi-sport, multi-use boat, designed for the boater who takes fishing seriously, but
still needs a boat that will pull tubes, boards and otherwise entertain. Complete with many Crestliner
innovations as standard features, the 1850 will not disappoint.

Price

Base Price
Prices, features, designs, and equipment are subject to change. Please see your local dealer or visit the
builder's website for the latest information available on this boat model.

Key Features

e "Lifetime + 3" Protection Plan

22 gal. Aerated live well & bait bag

Baked Armor-Guard paint process

Clarion stereo AM/FM, cassette with 2 speakers
Extruded chine with spray deflector

Non-glare dashes

Treated panel flooring with limited lifetime warranty
Trolling motor panel with 12/24 volt outlet

Test Results
RPM MPH Knots GPH MPG NMPG STAT. MILE NM dBa
800 3.1 2.7 0.4 8.71 7.58 188 164 66
1000 4.3 3.7 0.5 8.6 7.48 186 162 70
1500 6.1 5.3 1 6.37 5.54 138 120 82
2000 7 6.1 1.6 452 3.93 98 85 80
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RPM MPH Knots GPH
2500 10.6 9.2 2.7
3000 13.6 11.8 3.7
3500 25 21.7 4.4
4000 28.1 24.4 5.3
4500 34.5 30 7.1
5000 40 34.7 10.8
5500 44.6 38.8 13.8
6000 49.9 43.4 19.5

View the test results in metric units
crestlimerl850sf-chartjpg

Specifications
Length Overall
BEAM
Dry Weight
Tested Weight
Draft

Draft Up

MPG

3.91

3.71

5.74

5.3

4.86

3.72

S 28

2.57

NMPG

3.4

3.23

4.99

4.61

4.23

3.23

2.81

2.23

STAT. MILE

84

80

124

115

105

80

70

55

18' 2"

8' 0"

1,470 Ibs.

3'5"
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NM

73

70

108

100

91

70

61

48

dBa

83

85

85

85

88

94

95

92



Draft Down

Air Draft

Deadrise/Transom

Max Headroom

Bridge Clearance

Weight Capacity

Person Capacity

Fuel Capacity

Water Capacity

Length on Trailer

Height on Trailer

Trailer Weight

Total Weight

Aft Deck

Salon Inside Width

Salon Fore & Aft

Salon Height

17 deg.

open

N/A

39 gal.

none
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Salon Volume
Galley Volume
Master SR Width
Master SR fore & Aft
Master SR Overhead
Master SR Volume

Eng. Room Volume

Accderation Times & Conditions

Time to Plane 3.1 sec.

0to 20

Ratio 2.08:1

Props 14 x 19 Laser SS

Load 1 person, full fuel, no water, min. gear

Climate 89 deg., 60% humid.; wind: 17 mph; seas: light chop

Crestliner 1850 Sportfish

By Gary P. Joyce

Crestliner 1850 Sportfish is a scaled down and less expensive version of its 2150 and 1950 models. It
features Crestliner’'s UniWeld hull that provides a solid no-flex hull; it comes with lifetime warranty on the
welds for the original owner and three years on virtually everything else.

Hull Construction

All Rights Reserved © 2024 BoatTEST.com, LLC



Adding toughness from the inside out, the stringer system is interlocking and then welded to the hull and
any hull plate features a tongue-in-channel method of connecting before welding.

Crestliner's hulls are variable deadrise designs, which provide a smoother, more stable ride than constant
degree deadrise hulls (The difference: a variable tapers from sharp entry forward to softer aft, whereas a
constant deadrise remains the same the length of the hull.)

Other unique features include an integrated keel welded on and integral reverse chines; the latter knock
spray down and are part of the hull design rather than an after-thought add-on. Some of the chine sections
are extruded as well. The gunwales are also extruded sections welded on, rather than simple welded on
plate. The gunwale extrusions have also allowed Crestliner to come up with a new cover system for 2006 on
several models that does away with those ubiquitous soft spots of all covers — the snaps. The 1850’s
gunwales have a thin slot running completely around the boat that the J-shaped cover edge fits into; the
Sport Fish models are available with a downrigger plate that fits in this channel at any spot on the gunwale.
Some hidden benefits of all this design work and strength is the way the boat looks: because there is so little
flex, the baked-on Armor Guard paint doesn’t flex and thus the paint doesn’t crack, chip or peel as on
riveted boats. The clean hull also provides clean water for fishfinders to work better, as well as cleaner
water for more effective propulsion.

Other features you'll find on Crestliners in general include their Concept DX seating, an ergonomically
designed seat that is said to provide 33 percent better weight/compression than most other seats and they
are also 100 percent waterproof. Crestliner sprays under the aluminum lids with a pickup-bed-like coating
they call Crest-Liner that effects durability as well as noise.

A Multi-Sport Craft

Crestliner has come up with a patented Conversion Bow system that brings a smile to your face when you
first see and use it. Essentially it's a trick way of changing the bow cockpit configuration from a passenger
hanging out area to a full-width casting platform. It requires flipping (literally) a couple of seat pads and
presto, you've got a casting platform. Putting it back to padded seating and backrest cockpit complete with
cup holders and grab rails, requires less time than it took to read this.

Fishing Features

For angling, there’s a Minn Kota 12/24 volt trolling motor that features a composite shaft, a Weed Wedge
prop and corded MicroTouch foot operation. The set up slides out and into action via an ergonomic grip/lock
release, but our boat was a little recalcitrant. We also noted that the set up seemed to vibrate somewhat
when we were riding through the chop. We experienced this doing near 50 mph at top end.

The helm was functional and well arranged. A lot of manufacturers — of big boats and small — could pick up
some ideas on helm design from Crestliner. You have an unobstructed view of all your instruments, and if
you opt for a Smart Gauge package that was part of our test model’s 150-horsepower Mercury Verado.
Essentially you have a completely redundant system because the Smart Gauge will tell you everything from
speed, revs and gas consumption, to tilt, temperature and charge. So if one fails you always have the other.
A note on the Verado and its throttle: simply the best thing on the market. The 150 wasn’t as quiet —
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surprisingly —as a 200 horse model we tested, but with the Verado, “quiet” is moot. There is nothing like a
fly-by-wire throttle, and eventually every manufacturer will be offering it, but if you want tomorrow yesterday,
get a Verado today.

Aft Casting Deck

The aft casting deck has seat slots (you get four Concept DX seats and seven places to put them) on port
and starboard sides, a dual-door aerated livewell, a dry storage box and a battery box. The engine is
mounted almost flush to the aft deck ... no big motor well, etc.

Performance

As far as performance is concerned, as noted we hit 49.9 mph with a full 39 gallon load of gas (at six
pounds a gallon, that's 234 pounds) with two testers aboard, so figuring in the gas, you can call it three
heavyweights, give or take 10 or so pounds! The Verado comes on like gangbusters and pumped the 1850
to plane in 3.1 seconds and 30 mph in 5.1. Nonetheless the boat handled predictably — an oft overused
word, but true nonetheless.

If you're looking for a family boat that will serve you well for serious before-everyone-wakes-up fishing
excursions, that can still haul tubes, boards, and the relatives around, order the tow bar option, and then
hook up the trailer because the 1850 is ready to go to work.
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