
Tahoe 215 I/O (2006-)
Brief Summary
The Tahoe 215 I/O deckboat boasts both fish and ski capabilities that will satisfy just about every member of

today’s boating family. It can take on the bigger water with its wide 102” beam, as well as pull the avid skier

with ease. This model can be equipped with up to a 260-hp engine package.

Price
Base Price$25995.00

Prices, features, designs, and equipment are subject to change. Please see your local dealer or visit the

builder's website for the latest information available on this boat model.

Key Features
Exclusive PowerGlide hand-laid fiberglass hull

Bow pop-up changing room

Spacious bow platform

Wet bar

Aft L-shaped lounge

Room for 12

Lowrance digital depth finder

2 stowable fish seats

Fore and aft swim ladders

Test Results

RPM MPH Knots GPH MPG NMPG STAT. MILE NM dBa

700 3.2 2.8 0.5 6.4 5.57 259 225 65

1000 4.8 4.2 1.1 4.36 3.79 177 154 70

1500 7 6 2.2 3.16 2.75 128 111 78

2000 9.2 8 3.9 2.35 2.04 95 83 78
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RPM MPH Knots GPH MPG NMPG STAT. MILE NM dBa

2500 17.7 15.3 4.9 3.6 3.13 146 127 79

3000 26 22.6 5.9 4.44 3.86 180 156 80

3500 33.2 28.9 7.8 4.26 3.7 172 150 84

4000 39.6 34.4 10.2 3.88 3.37 157 137 85

4500 46.1 40.1 15.1 3.06 2.66 124 108 88

4800 48.5 42.1 16.1 3.01 2.62 122 106 90

View the test results in metric units
tahoe215-chart.jpgImage not found or type unknown

Specifications

Length Overall 21' 6''

BEAM 8' 6''

Dry Weight 3,425 lbs.

Tested Weight

Draft N/A

Draft Up

Draft Down

Air Draft
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Deadrise/Transom 20 deg.

Max Headroom open

Bridge Clearance N/A

Weight Capacity

Person Capacity

Fuel Capacity 45 gal.

Water Capacity N/A

Length on Trailer

Height on Trailer

Trailer Weight

Total Weight

Aft Deck

Salon Inside Width

Salon Fore & Aft

Salon Height

Salon Volume

Galley Volume
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Master SR Width

Master SR fore & Aft

Master SR Overhead

Master SR Volume

Eng. Room Volume

Acceleration Times & Conditions

Time to Plane 3.9 sec.

0 to 20

Ratio 1.81 : 1

Props N/A

Load 1 person, full fuel, no water, min. gear

Climate Temp: 71 deg., Humid: 42%, Wind: 10 mph, Seas: mild chop

Family Deckboat with Room for Twelve

By Capt. Bob Smith

The 215 I/O is a new sterndrive offering from Tahoe. This deckboat is not the company’s largest model, but

it certainly has the type of room usually reserved for larger sportboats. The 215 I/O is a family-fun boat

ready for an array of water activities, as it can handle 12 passengers plus all the gear they’ve brought

aboard.

Bow Fishing Platform

The non-skid bow has many convenient fishing features and this model is even pre-wired for an optional

trolling motor. This deck is huge, with two fishing seat bases located on the bow, and an anchor locker

between them. Inside the locker, the anchor rests vertically with keepers to firmly hold a Danforth-style
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anchor in place. The stainless steel anchor cleat is pop-up style creating a smooth surface when not in use.

Over on the starboard corner is a handy concealed beach boarding ladder, which really is a cinch to deploy.

Stepping into the bow seating area, the step is actually an aerated livewell so the bait is close to the fishing

crew.

Bow Seating

The bow has two large bench seats to comfortably accommodate several adults. Beneath the seats is plenty

of room to store large gear and anything you want out of the way. With a family on board, you’ll need privacy

to change, so Tahoe has incorporated a handy pop-up changing room in the sole of the boat, which virtually

takes seconds to set up, and tucks out of the way when not needed. There is also a second hatch in the

sole, which is large enough to stash skis, wakeboards, and even the optional trolling motor. While it’s simple

to slip the boards in, the lid could be a bit larger to easily accommodate items like a trolling motor without

too much maneuvering.

Storage and Wet Bar

To port is a handy refreshment center with drinkholders, and a sink with pull- out sprayer. With the sink

cover closed, you’ve got a good area to set up the snacks or beverages. A removable table can be placed

here, and it easily stores below the wraparound bench seat in the aft cockpit.

Below the port side bench seat are dedicated posts for the fishing seats to be stored, clips for the seat

posts, and the table leg. The fire extinguisher is also mounted in here. I really appreciate the fact that Tahoe

created a space to hold the fishing seats so that they don’t bounce around, or get torn up in a locker. Below

the L-shaped aft bench seat is a carry-on cooler. Beneath the starboard cushion of the wraparound bench is

a removable garbage pail, which comes in handy especially with kids aboard. The engine cover doubles as

a small space to relax in the sun, and the hatch lifts easily on twin pneumatic shocks for good access to the

engine package.

At the Helm

The standard helm seat is an adjustable bucket seat with swivel and flip-up bolster. The low profile smoked

Plexiglass windshield provides some protection to the driver. The dash and wheel have simulated burlwood

accents that really dress up the dash, and it’s complete with analog gauges and a digital Lowrance

Depthfinder across the top. Another great feature is the rod holder for three rods which is conveniently

stored in the side of the boat, just next to the helm chair.

Stern Features

Where the bow is packed with fishing features, the stern is designed for watersports. Back here is the

standard color-matched Bimini top great for getting out of the sun. Just past the step-through transom door

is a wide walkway leading to the spacious aft swim platform.

Over on the starboard side is a concealed ladder with two very sturdy handles, so just about anyone can

pull themselves aboard after a swim. Located in the center of the transom is a stainless steel ski tow ring to

pull your water toys, and located on the port side is another base for a fishing seat. There is handy locker in

the deck of the swim platform to stow away ski tow ropes. What’s neat is that it can double as a swim
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platform cooler. Why not? Swimmers get thirsty too.

Specifications

This new model measures 21’6” length overall on a trailerable 102” beam. She weighed in at approximately

3,425 pounds dry without the engine, and carries 45 gallons of fuel. The 215 is loaded with standard

features, but there are still upgrades you can add on, like a wakeboard tower, or tower with racks. I can

imagine the kids will love it with a tower. Other popular options will likely be the tandem trailer package,

snap-in carpet, bow filler cushion, and trolling motor.

Performance and Test Ride

I tested this model late in the day with minimal chop and a full tank. I was satisfied with the handling

throughout the test run. The boat was able to cut ski-style turns without effort, and pick-up was right on. I

was initially concerned about the 4.3L engine not being enough power for this boat, but it proved to be

plenty of power with a plane time of 3.9 seconds and 0-30 mph time of only 8.1 seconds. If you really like

skiing, I can only imagine how this model will perform with the optional 260-hp package. The 215 I/O cruised

most economically around 3000 rpm doing 26 mph, which will give you a full tank range of 180 miles at this

speed. At top end she topped out at 48.5mph turning 4800 rpm and giving us a range of around 122 miles.

If you have a large family or like to take a lot of friends out for skiing and fishing enjoyment, the 215 I/O is a

sharp choice with its roominess, amenities, and truly family-oriented design.
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